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THE SHEMA AND ITS BLESSINGS

BLESS THE LORD, THE BLESSED ONE.

BLESSED IS THE LORD, THE BLESSED ONE, 
FOREVER AND EVER.

Blessed are you ADONAI, our God, ruler of the Universe, former of
light, creator of darkness, maker of peace, creator of all.1

For a festival that falls on a weekday, continue on page 30

All will give thanks to you. All will praise you. All will say there
is no one as holy as the LORD.2 All will exalt you, who forms all.

The God who opens daily the doors of the eastern gates and splits
the windows of the firmament, who brings the sun from its place
and the moon from its dwelling place, who illuminates eternally
the entire world and its inhabitants whom God created with the
attribute of mercy.

The morning service formally begins with the Barekhu, as we stand and bless
God together. 

 It is customary to bend at the knee and then bow when responding to the
shaliach tzibbur (service leader). We then sit and begin the blessings that
surround the recitation of the Shema. The first blessing before the Shema
blesses God for fashioning and sustaining creation.

1) Cf. Isaiah 45:7     2) 1 Samuel 2:2     
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KẍŸa §O ©d ï §i z ¤̀  Ek §xÄ

Barekhu et Adonai hammevorakh

:c ¤rë ml̈Fr §l KẍŸa §O ©d ï §i KExÄ
Barukh Adonai hammevorakh le‘olam va‘ed.

,K ¤y «Ÿg ` ¥xFaE ,xF` x ¥vFi ,ml̈Frd̈ K ¤l«¤n Epi«¥dŸl ¡̀  ,ï §i dŸ ©̀  KExÄ
:lŸM ©d z ¤̀  ` ¥xFaE mFlẄ d ¤UŸr

Barukh atta Adonai, Elohenu melekh ha‘olam, yotzer or, uvore
choshekh, oseh shalom uvore et hakkol.

For a festival that falls on a weekday, continue on page 29

lŸM ©d .ïi ©M WFcẅ oi ¥̀  ,Ex §n Ÿ̀i lŸM ©d §e ,LE «g §A ©W §i lŸM ©d §e ,LE «cFi lŸM ©d
.lŸM ©d x ¥vFi ,dl̈«¤Q LE «n §nFx §i

,©ri «¦wẍ i¥pFN ©g ©r «¥wFaE ,gẍ§f ¦n i ¥x£r ©W zFz §l ©C mFi lk̈ §A ©g«¥zFR ©d l ¥̀ d̈
ml̈Frl̈ xi ¦̀ ¥nE ,DŸ §a ¦W oFk §O ¦n dp̈ä §lE ,Dn̈Fw §O ¦n dÖ ©g `i ¦vFn

.mi ¦n£g ©xd̈ z ©C ¦n §A `ẍÄ ¤W ,eiä §WFi §lE FN ªM
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The Shema and its Blessings

The God who mercifully illuminates the earth and those who dwell
upon it and in goodness renews daily and forever the work of
creation.

The king who alone was exalted from eternity, who is praised,
glorified, and extolled since days of old.

Eternal God, in your mercy, magnify your mercy upon us. Our
mighty Lord, our impenetrable fortress, our saving shield, be our
faithful stronghold.

There is none like you, there is none except you, there is nothing
without you; who compares to you?

There is none like you, O ETERNAL ONE, our God, in this world,
and there is none except you, our King, in the life of the world to
come.

Nothing exists without you, our Redeemer, in the Days of Messiah,
and no one compares to you, our Savior, at the Resurrection of the
Dead.

The first blessing before the Shema, the blessing for creation, elicits the image
of the entire created order--rocks, trees, animals, and angels--worshipping God
together. We join in, along with all Israel and the righteous from every nation.
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mFi lk̈ §A W ¥C ©g §n FaEh §aE .mi ¦n£g ©x §A d̈i«¤lr̈ mi ¦xC̈ ©l §e u ¤x «῭ l̈ xi ¦̀ ¥O ©d
.zi ¦W` ¥x §a d ¥U£r ©n ci ¦nŸ

` ¥V©p §z ¦O ©d §e x ῭ Ÿt §n ©d §e gÄ ªW §n ©d ,f ῭ ¥n FC ©a §l mn̈Fx §n ©d K¤l«¤O ©d
.ml̈Fr zFni ¦n

xEv Ep«¥G ªr oFc £̀  .Epi«¥lr̈ m ¥g ©x mi ¦A ©xd̈ Li«¤n£g ©x §A ,ml̈Fr i ¥dŸl ¡̀
.Ep «¥c£r ©A aB̈ §U ¦n ,Ep«¥r §W ¦i o¥bn̈ ,Ep«¥A©B §U ¦n

.KN̈ d ¤nF «C i ¦nE ,L«¤Y §l ¦A q ¤t«¤̀  ,L«¤zl̈Ef oi ¥̀ §e L«¤M §x¤r §M oi ¥̀

i¥I ©g §l Ep«¥M §l ©n L §zl̈Ef oi ¥̀ §e ,d¤G ©d ml̈FrÄ ,Epi«¥dŸl ¡̀  ï §i ,L §M §x¤r §M oi ¥̀
 .`Ä ©d ml̈Frd̈

Ep«¥ri ¦WFn L §N d ¤nF «C oi ¥̀ §e , ©gi «¦WÖ ©d zFni ¦l Ep«¥l £̀ FB L §Y §l ¦A q ¤t«¤̀
.mi ¦z ¥O ©d z©I ¦g §z ¦l
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The Shema and its Blessings

On Shabbat, skip to page 32. 
For a festival that falls on a weekday, continue here:

Who in mercy gives light to the earth and to those that dwell there,
and in your goodness renews the creation every day perpetually.

Manifold are your works, O LORD!  In wisdom you have made
them all; the earth is full of your creatures.

The king who alone was exalted from eternity, who is praised,
glorified, and extolled since days of old.

Eternal God, in your mercy, magnify your mercy upon us. Our
mighty Lord, our impenetrable fortress, our saving shield, be our
faithful stronghold.
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On Shabbat, continue on page 31. 
For a festival that falls on a weekday, continue here:

mFi lk̈ §A W ¥C ©g §n FaEh §aE ,mi ¦n£g ©x §A d̈i«¤lr̈ mi ¦xC̈ ©l §e u ¤x «῭ l̈ xi ¦̀ ¥O ©d
.zi ¦W` ¥x §a d ¥U£r ©n ci ¦nŸ

 .L«¤pï §p ¦w u ¤x «῭ d̈ d ῭ §ln̈ ,z̈i «¦Ur̈ dn̈ §kg̈ §A mN̈ ªM ,ï §i Li«¤U£r ©n EA ©x dn̈ 

` ¥V©p §z ¦O ©d §e x ῭ Ÿt §n ©d §e gÄ ªW §n ©d ,f ῭ ¥n FC ©a §l mn̈Fx §n ©d K¤l«¤O ©d
 .ml̈Fr zFni ¦n

xEv Ep«¥G ªr oFc £̀  ,Epi«¥lr̈ m ¥g ©x mi ¦A ©xd̈ Li«¤n£g ©x §A ,ml̈Fr i ¥dŸl ¡̀
.Ep «¥c£r ©A aB̈ §U ¦n Ep«¥r §W ¦i o¥bn̈ ,Ep«¥A©B §U ¦n
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The Shema and its Blessings

Because God alone affects mighty deeds, renews all things,
masters war, sows righteousness, causes salvation to flourish,
creates healing, is awesome of praise, is lord of wonders. In
goodness God renews daily the work of creation. As it is written,
“To the one who makes the great lights, for God’s love endures
forever.”1

MAY YOU SHINE A NEW LIGHT ON ZION, AND MAY WE
ALL SOON MERIT A PORTION OF ITS RADIANCE. 

BLESSED ARE YOU, O CREATOR, WHO FASHIONS THE
HEAVENLY LIGHTS.

Deep is your love for us, O ETERNAL, our God. You have shown
us overflowing compassion.

Our father, our king, for the sake of our ancestors who trusted in
you and whom you taught laws of life, be gracious to us and teach
us.

Our father, the merciful father, who acts with mercy, be merciful to
us.

1) Psalms 136:7     
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,zFng̈ §l ¦n l©r«©A ,zFWc̈£g d ¤UŸr ,zFxEa §B l¥rFR FC ©a §l `Ed i ¦M
,zFN ¦d §z `ẍFp ,zF`Et §x ` ¥xFA ,zFrEW §i ©gi «¦n §v ©n ,zFwc̈ §v ©r «¥xFf

d ¥U£r ©n ci ¦nŸ mFi lk̈ §A FaEh §A W ¥C ©g §n ©d ,zF`l̈ §t ¦P ©d oFc £̀
.FC §q ©g ml̈Fr §l i ¦M ,mi ¦lŸc §B mi ¦xF` d ¥UŸr §l ,xEn ῭ M̈ .zi ¦W` ¥x §a

xi ¦̀ Ÿ oFI ¦v l ©r Wc̈g̈ xF`
 FxF` §l dẍ ¥d §n Ep«N̈ ªk d ¤M§f ¦p §e

Or chadash al Tziyon ta’ir 
Venizke khullanu mehera le’oro

zFxF` §O ©d x ¥vFi ,ï §i dŸ ©̀  KExÄ
Barukh atta Adonai yotzer hamme’orot

Ÿ §l«©ng̈ dẍ ¥zi ¦e dl̈Fc §b dl̈ §n ¤g ,Epi«¥dŸl ¡̀  ï §i ,Ep «Ÿ §a ©d £̀  dÄ ©x dä£d ©̀
.Epi«¥lr̈

Ahava rabba ahavtanu, Adonai Elohenu, chemla gedola vitera
chamalta alenu.

i ¥T ªg m ¥c §O ©l §Y©e ,L §a Eg §hÄ ¤W Epi «¥zFa£̀  xEa£r ©A ,Ep«¥M §l ©n Epi «¦a ῭
.Ep «¥c §O ©l §zE Ep«¥Pg̈ §Y o ¥M ,mi¦I ©g

Avinu malkenu, ba‘avur avotenu shebbatechu vekha,
vattelammedem chuqqe chayim, ken techannenu utelammedenu.

,Epi«¥lr̈ m ¥g ©x ,m ¥g ©x §n ©d ,on̈£g ©xd̈ a ῭ d̈ ,Epi «¦a ῭
Avinu, ha’av harachaman, hamerachem, rachem aleinu
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